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The Czar and the Baker

In Robin Kinkead’s humorous short story “Rolls for the Czar,” the Russian leader clearly respects Markov’s talent and quick-wittedness.  For example, when the Czar spots a fly in his dinner roll, he does not punish the baker immediately, but rather asks for an explanation.  Moreover, after the baker eats the fly, claiming it “is a raisin” (10), the Czar laughs and delightedly grants him “a coat of arms with a fly as the motif” (11) instead of exiling him to Siberia.  It is evident that the Czar has a high regard for the baker.
