
The Counter 
Reformation

The Catholic Church Strikes Back!

The Council of Trent: 1545-1563 
- In response to the reformation the Catholic Church called the Council of 

Trent (A group that met often to figure out how to fight the reformation)
- They existed for 18 years!
- They wanted to fix and get rid of the corruption in the Catholic Church
- They wanted to squash the Protestants. Only wanted the Catholic Church to 

remain! 



The Council of Trent Creates Some Change...
- They decide to BAN the selling of indulgences 
- They decide that church positions will only be given to qualified 

people

- BUT, they restate that only the Church, NOT the individual, could 
properly understand the Bible
- This completely went against Protestant ideas as they believed 

every person was able to understand the Bible in their own ways. 

Propaganda - What is it? 
“Information, usually of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote 
and publicize a political cause or point of view”



Council of Trent Uses Propaganda
- They banned books that might lead 

Catholics to question the Church’s 
teachings
- Works by Luther and Galileo were 

banned
- The Church paid artists to create 

paintings that would inspire people 
“to adore and love God and to 
cultivate piety”
- This art emphasized the glory and 

good deeds of the Church and its 
saints. 

The Jesuits Ignatius Loyola

- A Spanish soldier who created the 
Society of Jesus - the Jesuits - to 
protect the Catholic Church and 
spread its message. 

- They travelled all over Europe to 
convert people to Catholicism



The Inquisition - A lotttttttttt of dead people
- The Pope gave power to a group of 

people who would go around 
Europe and investigate about 
people’s beliefs

- The inquisition was able to 
question, torture, and kill any 
“enemy” of the Church. These 
“enemies” were called heretics. 
- Heretics were people who were 

against the Catholic Church 
(Protestant, and many others!)

- Could arrest and imprison 
anyone on the slightest suspicion 
and officers often tortured people 
to get confessions

- If they found people guilty, they 
would burn them alive. 

This made the Catholic Church even 
more unpopular



The Saint Bartholomew’s Day Massacre
- A royal wedding took place in 1572 where the Queen of France, Catherine de 

Medici, ordered the guards to murder all of the Protestant guests
- Right afterwards, Protestants were hunted down and killed throughout 

towns and cities throughout France
- This created a major religious war in France that lasted until 1598, where 

King Henry IV declared Protestants could practice their own religion in 
France

The Result of the Reformation and Counter Reformation?



How Does This Connect To Us?
“Everyone has the following fundamental freedoms: (a) freedom of 
conscience and religion; freedom of thought, belief, opinion and 
expression, including freedom of the press and other media of 
communication; (c) freedom of peaceful assembly (protest) and freedom of 
association”. - Section 2 Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms

Protest and Reform - Sexual Harassment of Women  



Protest and Reform - Racial Equality and Police Brutality


