Historical Significance

Name:___________________________________________
 
Date:  _______________

	Primary or secondary source (page numbers, if relevant):



	Event or person (or people) that is historically significant in this source:



	Brief description:




	Significance Criterion In what ways is this event or person historically significant?
	Does it apply? (Y/N)
	In what way does this event or person meet the criterion?

	Resulting in Change

Profundity: How were people affected by the event or person?
Quantity: How many people’s lives were affected?

Durability:  How long lasting were the changes?

	
	

	Revealing

How does this event or person help us to understand the past?

	
	

	Resonant or Relevant
How does this event or person shed light on issues or problems that concern us? 

	
	


Of what larger story or argument might this event or person be a part?

	How might the historical significance of this event or person change over time?





Primary Source Evidence

Student: _______________________________________________  Date:  ________________________

	1. What type of source is it?


	2. Who authored/created it?
	3. When was it created?

	4. What historical events were occurring when it was created?


	5. Why was it created?  Who was the intended audience?



	6. What point of view/position does the author/creator represent?



	7. How does the point of view/position shape the source?



	8. What evidence does it contribute to the topic you are studying, the narrative you are writing, or the argument you are making?





Continuity and Change

Student: _______________________________________________  Date:  ________________________

Topic:  ______________________________________________________________________________

List the characteristics you are comparing in the left column.  Title the other two columns with whatever it is you are investigating.  This may be two time periods, two documents, two items, two events, etc.  Record information that helps you to identify what has changed and what has remained the same.

	Characteristic
	#1.
	#2.

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


To what degree was there continuity and to what degree was there change between #1 and #2?
Cause and Consequence

Student: _______________________________________________  Date:  ________________________
Event or trend:

Decide what individuals, groups, and social forces were involved, then consider to what extent they influenced the event or trend. Place an X inside the triangle to indicate the extent to which the event/trend was influenced by these three factors. The closer the X is to one of the three factors, the more you think that factor was influential.
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Explanation: Why did you place the X where you did? What role did each of these factors play?


Historical Perspective-Taking (1)
Student: _______________________________________________  Date:  ________________________

	What are the event(s) and time period you are investigating?



	List the various groups and people involved, and circle the one that you are recording on this page (use additional pages to record information on others).



	Describe their position/role in society.
	Evidence?



	How is their position/role different from a similar person or group today?
	Evidence?



	Compared to what we face today, what relevant circumstances were different for them in the past?  (Some examples might include technology, media, economy, religion, family life, communication, recreation, etc.)



	How do you think the above factors influenced their thoughts and/or actions?




Historical Perspective-Taking (Comparisons)
(For use after two or more Perspective-Taking 1 have been completed)
Student: _______________________________________________  Date:  ________________________

	What are the event(s) and time period you are investigating?



	
	Group 1


	Group 2



	Motivations (what were they thinking)


	
	

	Actions (what did they do)


	
	

	Responses (how did they and others respond to these actions


	
	


The Moral Dimension

Student: _______________________________________________  Date:  ________________________

	1. Historical action involving conflict:  Portuguese Exploration – the treatment of people that the Portuguese came in contact with (Africans, Indians and Brazilians)


	2. When did the Portuguese begin to explore? When did they come in contact with Africans? When did they come in contact with Indians?


	3. Who were the main participants? (Think about who was involved with Portuguese exploration)


	4. What other countries in Europe were starting to explore the world?  


	5. What did the Portuguese think of Africans, Indians, and Brazilians? How did the Portuguese treat these people?

	Evidence/examples - Provide 3:

	6. (Do we think differently about Indians, Africans and Brazilians today? Or are some of our thoughts and beliefs still the same as the Portuguese during exploration?

	Evidence/examples – Provide 3. (How exactly do we think differently or how exactly do we have similar opinions?) :

	7. Why do you think this is important for us to study today? Choose one of the following: 
a) To better understand human behavior and human rights; 
b) We owe it to those who suffered to study about what happened and make sure it does not happen again; 
c) To try to right the wrongs of the past;
d) other (please explain). 



Relevant Social Forces or Conditions:





Groups involved:





Individuals involved:





Morton








