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Source Collection: Indigenous Responses to State Expansion
What techniques did different societies use in response to imperial expansion?
Document 1
	Author
	Li Shih-Yao, acting general at Canton

	Date and location
	1759, China

	Source type
	Primary – government document

	Description
	Qing officials created a port system, agreed upon by treaty, in order to protect Chinese society from foreign influence. Many foreign merchants, particularly European ones, tried to circumvent this system. This set of regulations was proposed in an effort to make them either play by the rules, or not play at all.

	Citation
	Li, Dun J., ed. China in Transition: 1517–1911. Litton Educational Publishing, Inc., 1969.


Since foreigners are outside the sphere of civilization, there is no need for them to have any contact with our people other than business transactions... The following rules... are both simple and practical enough to be adopted... 
Foreigners should never be allowed to stay at Canton during the winter... Even if foreigners have to stay through the winter on account of business, they move from Canton to Macao after their ships have sailed for home. Lately many foreign traders... entrust their ships and cargoes to the care of other merchants who proceed home, while they themselves stay on in Canton... 
Canton, being the capital of a province, is too important a place to allow foreigners to stay there on a permanent basis, since permanent residence will enable them to spy on our activities. From now on, when a foreign trader arrives at Canton... merchants should sell all of his goods as quickly as possible, pay him immediately... so that he can return home in the ship that he came in... 
While in Canton, foreigners should be ordered to reside in Co-hong headquarters so that their conduct can be carefully observed and strictly regulated.
… these foreigners often become drunk and commit breaches of the peace... Among the foreigners the British are the most violent and are prone to create incidents... 
	Glossary

	Circumvent: to get around some obstruction such as a law, often by being clever
Sphere: technically a round shape; in political terms it means the area of control of a country or government
Permanent: lasting forever or for a very long time


















Document 2
	Author
	Micaela Bastidas (1744–1781)

	Date and location
	1780, modern day Peru

	Source type
	Primary source – letter

	Description
	Micaela Bastidas was the wife of Tupac Amaru II, the leader of a rebellion against the Spanish in modern-day Peru. Bastidas was a leader in her own right and was a key military advisor to her husband. The letter shows her dissatisfaction with his lack of urgency in advancing towards the city of Cuzco, which was strategically important.

	Citation
	Keen, Benjamin, ed. Readings in Latin-American Civilization: 1492 to the Present. Houghton Mifflin, 1955.


I have warned you again and again not to dally in those villages…but you continue to saunter, ignoring the fact that soldiers are running short of food. They are receiving their pay, but the money will not last forever. Then they will all depart, leaving us to pay with our lives, because you must have learned by this time that they came only for reasons of self-interest, and to get all they can out of us. They are already beginning to desert… 
Thus we will lose all the people that I have gotten together for the descent on Cuzco, and the forces at Cuzco will unite with the soldiers from Lima, who have been on the march for many days.
… I gave you plenty of warnings to march immediately on Cuzco, but you took them all lightly, giving the Spaniards time to prepare as they have done, placing cannon on Picchu Mountain, and devising other measures so dangerous that you are no longer in a position to attack them…
	Glossary

	Dally: to waste time 
Saunter: to walk slowly
Desert: to leave behind even though it is one's duty to stay; to abandon


Document 3
	Author
	Nanyehi (Nancy) Ward (1738–1822)

	Date and location
	1817, Cherokee Nation (modern-day Tennessee)

	Source type
	Primary source – letter

	Description
	Nancy Ward was a clan mother of the Cherokee Nation. This was a position of respect, and she was given the titled of “beloved”. She was given the task of maintaining peace between the Cherokee Nation and white settlers. In her address, she urges the men of the Cherokee Nation to stop selling their land as their nation has been getting smaller every year.

	Citation
	Ward, Nancy. “Cherokee Indian/Native American Women to National Council at Amohee, May 2, 1817.” Andrew Jackson Papers, Series 1, General Correspondence and Related Items, 1775 to 1885. MSS 27532, Vol. 44. https://www.loc.gov/resource/maj.01044_0213_0216/


… We have raised all of [warriors and chiefs] on the land which we now have, which God gave us to inhabit and raise provisions. We know that our country [had] once been extensive, but by repeated sales has become circumscribed to a small tract, and [we] never thought it our duty to interfere in the disposition of it till now… Your mothers, your sisters ask and beg of you not to part with any more of our lands. We say ours; you are descendants and [should] take pity on our request, [and] keep it for our growing children, for it was the good will of our creator to place [us] here… Only keep your hands off of paper talks, for it is our own country, for if it was not they would not ask you to put your hands to paper, for it would be impossible to remove us all, for as soon as one child is raised, we have others in our arms…
Therefore, children: don’t part with any more of our lands, but continue on it and enlarge your farms and cultivate and raise corn and cotton, and we your mothers and sisters will make clothing for you, which our father the president has recommended to us all…
[Nancy Ward to her children]: Warriors to take pity and listen to the talks of your sisters, although I am very old, yet cannot but pity the situation in which you will hear of their minds. I have great many grandchildren which I wish they to do well on our land.
	Glossary

	Provisions: supplies such as food; often prepared for a journey or to supply an army
Circumscribed: limited in size or made smaller; diminished
Tract: an area of land or water
Disposition: in this context, the making of decisions about something like land ownership
Paper talks: a Cherokee term used to describe the making of treaties, often unfair to one group
















Document 4
	Author
	Nana Asma’u (1793–1864)

	Date and location
	1839, Nigeria

	Source type
	Primary source – poem

	Description
	Nana Asma’u was the daughter of Usman dan Fodio (nicknamed Shehu), the first ruler of the Sokoto Caliphate. She wrote the poem “The Journey” to draw parallels between the lives of Shehu and the Prophet Muhammed, the leader of the Muslim faith. The poem is also a historical account of the rise of the Sokoto Caliphate.

	Citation
	Asma’u, Nana, Jean Boyd, and Beverly B. Mack. Collected Works of Nana Asma’u, Daughter of Usman Dan Fodiyo, (1793–1864). Michigan State University Press, 1997.


...
The Muslim community accepted his call everywhere, 
Those of the east and west, because of his high standing.
...
He said men should take up their bows and quivers 
As well as swords...
...
The Shehu, by all including his relatives 
Everyone resolved to support him
...
The Shehu fought five battles
At Gudu, all victories...
...
Many of the reciters of the Qur’an were killed, 
And also the students among his community.
...
Then Shehu travelled towards Zamfara,
They made peace with him...
The places that resisted the jihad were all destroyed...
...
The people of the East all arose with firm intention 
Of helping the religious fight...
...
The Shehu divided responsibility (for the territories): to the west to his brother; 
The eastern part to Bello his son...
...
The community selected Bello, his son to succeed him.
...
Revolts became numerous even Abdulsalam 
At Kware, rebelled, together with his people.
...
He was just and fair:
He brought order through the exhortation.
...
He built cities and fought battles, 
So too he built mosques in his city.
...
Bello was ill for seven months
There in Wurno he died, in Rajab,on a Thursday
	Glossary

	Quivers: containers for arrows
Qur’an: the holy book of Islam
Jihad: sacred duties undertaken by Muslims, including spiritual learning, armed struggle, and other efforts
Exhortation: urging or encouraging others through speeches or teachings





Document 5
	Author
	Unknown

	Date and location
	1899, unknown

	Source type
	Primary – letter to a magazine

	Description
	This letter was written by a leader of the Filipino independence movement, during the Philippine-American War. It was probably written by Emilio Aguinaldo for a US audience, despite the note saying it was written by an ‘authorized personal representative’.  The author uses the letter to argue that the United States broke its promise to support Philippine independence after helping defeat Spain in 1898. The author also accuses the U.S. of becoming a colonial power instead of a liberator, and defends the Filipino people’s right to self-government.

	Citation
	“Aguinaldo’s Case Against the United States By a Filipino.”  The North American Review, September 1899.  The Library of Congress.


*This article was written by an authorized personal representative of Emilio Aguinaldo. For diplomatic reasons he considers it unwise to attach his signature. – EDITOR N. A. R.
We Filipinos have all along believed that if the American nation at large knew exactly, as we do, what is daily happening in the Philippine Islands, they would rise en masse, and demand that this barbaric war should stop. There are other methods of securing sovereignty… the true and lasting sovereignty that has its foundation in the hearts of the people.
Now, the moral of all this obviously is: Give us the chance; treat us exactly as you demanded to be treated at the hands of England, when you rebelled against her autocratic methods… Now, here is an unique spectacle: the Filipinos fighting for liberty, the American people fighting them to give them liberty…
You will never conquer the Philippine Islands by force alone. How many soldiers in excess of the regular army do you mean to leave in every town, in every province? How many will the climate claim as its victims, apart from those who may fall in actual warfare? What do the American people, who have thousands of acres yet untilled, want with the Philippines? Have you figured up the cost?
	Glossary

	en masse: at large scale
Sovereignty: power or authority over a state or people, including the right to rule oneself
Autocratic: when a ruler or foreign power has absolute power and makes decisions without input from the people
Untilled: farmland that has not been maintained

















Document 6
	Author
	Edwin Wildman

	Date and location
	1901, unknown

	Source type
	Primary – book

	Description
	This book, written by American journalist Edwin Wildman, gave Americans a critical view of Emilio Aguinaldo and the Filipino independence movement. While questioning Filipino self-rule, it also describes quite accurately the tactics of the rebels in fighting a stronger US military.

	Citation
	Wildman, Edwin. Aguinaldo: A Narrative of Filipino Ambitions. Lothrop, 1901. The Hathitrust. Public domain: http://hathitrust.org/access_use#pd


All along our lines the Insurgents kept up a harassing fire and instituted a system of guerilla warfare that was very annoying to the Americans who were anxious to advance our lines... Their organization was faulty, and under fire their troops became demoralized. They seldom attacked in the open, but confined themselves to guerilla methods; and while surrender was not in their code, they chose to right, run away, and live to fight another…
… The Insurgents were particularly active to the north and kept up a harassing fire at our outpost at the railroad line... Aguinaldo made numerous attempts to cut off the railroad, and attack trains between Manila and Malalos. The Insurgents pursued guerilla tactics with a vengeance, and many casualties resulted on both sides…
… [one of the leaders of the insurgents] “We are compelled to maintain the honor of our country... our real campaign has not yet commenced... With the guerilla system... and the pouring rains... it is certain that our arms will prosper... recapturing from the hands of the enemy the lands we have been forced to evacuate.”
	Glossary

	Insurgents: people who use armed force to rebel against a government
Guerilla: a fighter who is part of a small, independent group and the tactics that they use—such as surprise and movement—to fight a stronger enemy
Compelled: forced to do something


Document 7
	Author
	Anonymous

	Date and location
	c. 1890, Phillipines

	Source type
	Primary – photograph

	Description
	On July 7, 1892, Andrés Bonifacio, a warehouseman and clerk from Manila, founded the Katipunan, a secret organization which aimed to gain independence from Spanish colonial rule by armed revolt. The Katipunan spread throughout the provinces, and the Philippine Revolution of 1896 was led by its members.

	Citation
	“Philippine-American War.” New World Encyclopedia. https://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/Philippine-American_War
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