Criminal Law & Young People: Note-Taking Worksheet
Name:________________________________________
Historical Overview
Before 1908:
	At what age were children tried as adults?
	

	What was the main goal of the Juvenile Delinquents Act passed in 1908? 
	



Young Offenders Act (1984):
	What age group did the Act define as young offenders? 
	

	What was the purpose of training schools?
	



Amendments in the 1990s:
	How did the maximum sentence for youth charged for crimes like murder?
	

	Why are there no criminal consequences for children under 12?
	


Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA)  -  Overview
	When was the YCJA enacted?
	


	What are the main goals of the YCJA?

	

	What factors does a judge consider before sentencing a youth?

	



Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA)  -  Sentencing
	What alternative options to jail or police custody are considered?

	

	Who typically participates in a youth sentencing conference?

	

	What role does the conference play in sentencing?

	


Youth Criminal Justice Act (YCJA)  -  Adult Sentencing
	Under what circumstances might the Crown seek an adult sentence for a youth?

	

	What rights does the youth have if an adult sentence is pursued?

	

	Where are youth placed if given an adult sentence?
	



	What happens to youth court records after a sentence is served?
	











Discussion Questions
1. Do you think a separate justice system is needed for young offenders? Why or why not?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

2. What personal factors should determine the consequences young offenders face? Provide examples.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

3. In your opinion, are there situations where youth should be tried as adults? Give an example.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________



