Think Like a Judge

Name:_______________________
Case: Bobby is 15 years old. One evening, Bobby and two friends break into a small convenience store after it closes. They steal snacks, drinks, and about $150 from the cash register.
While inside, they damage a display case and spray graffiti on one of the walls. The total damage is about $1,200.
Bobby did not plan the break-in but went along with the group. This is Bobby’s first offence. No one was hurt.

Your Task:
1. Choose a sentence: __________________________________________
· Warning
· Community service (how many hours?)
· Restitution (what would this look like?)
· Probation (how long?
· Custody (how long?)
2. Explain 
· Why is this fair?
· What should Bobby learn?
· How does this balance accountability and rehabilitation?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Case: Bobby is now 16 years old. One year after his first offence, Bobby and two peers plan to steal from a local clothing store during the day. They bring a bag to hide items and work together to avoid staff noticing.
They take several items worth about $600. When a store employee confronts them, Bobby argues and refuses to return the items at first. While trying to leave, Bobby pushes past the employee, causing them to stumble into a display. The employee isn’t seriously hurt but has a sore wrist afterward.
In the process, a clothing rack is knocked over and damaged. The total damage and loss is about $1,500, which is more than the first offence. Security stops them outside, and the items are recovered.
This is now Bobby’s second offence, and it appears to be planned.
Your Task:
1. Choose a new sentence: __________________________________________
· Community service (how many hours?)
· Restitution (what would this look like?)
· Probation (how long?
· Custody (how long?)
2. Explain 
· How does the second offence change your thinking?
· Should the consequences be stronger? Why? Why not? Would you change your first decision now?
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
