Comparing Civil and Criminal Law in Canada

Name:____________________________________________________

Definitions:
1. Civil Law:

2. Criminal Law:

	Aspect
	Civil Law
	Criminal Law

	Purpose
	To resolve disputes between individuals or organizations.
	To punish and deter acts that harm society or break the law.

	Who Initiates the Case?
	The plaintiff (individual or organization filing the lawsuit).
	The Crown (government prosecutor on behalf of the state).

	Examples of Cases
	1. Disputes over contracts. 
2. Personal injury lawsuits.
	1. Theft. 
2. Assault.

	Burden of Proof
	Balance of probabilities (more likely than not).
	Beyond a reasonable doubt (high standard of proof).

	Outcome
	Compensation, resolution, or specific performance.
	Punishment such as fines, imprisonment, or probation.

	Penalties
	Payment of damages, injunctions, or fulfillment of contracts.
	Jail time, community service, or criminal record.



Read the scenarios below and decide if they are civil law or criminal law. Explain 

	Scenario 1: A tenant sues their landlord for not repairing a broken heater in winter.





	Scenario 2: Someone is arrested for stealing a car.





	Scenario 3: A business sues another company for breach of contract.





	Scenario 4: Someone is arrested for breaking a window in a public building 







