
Activity 3:
Investigate the Source



● To sell

● To influence

● To inform

● To entertain

● To mislead/confuse (disinformation)

Different motives for content



Why was this article written?



To inform

The story was written to explain the cause of the 
California wildfire.



Why was this Instagram post shared?



To influence

This instagram post was created influence opinion 
towards resource industries.



Why was this article written?



To entertain

This article offers humorous commentary on 
Canadian and world issues (satire).



Why was this written?



To influence

This blog was written to influence views about 
environmental policies.



Synthetic Meat Spelling Commercial Bee: 60 sec

Plant-based meats are often ultra-processed and can have dozens of chemical ingredients. Fake meat manufacturers, 
however, like to tout the "healthiness" of their products. Find out more at http://cleanfoodfacts.com

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTtI4Vexw4k&feature=youtu.be&a

b_channel=ConsumerFreedom

Why was this video produced?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTtI4Vexw4k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTtI4Vexw4k&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=ConsumerFreedom
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTtI4Vexw4k&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=ConsumerFreedom


To influence

Synthetic Meat Spelling Commercial Bee: 60 sec

Plant-based meats are often ultra-processed and can have dozens of chemical ingredients. Fake meat manufacturers, 
however, like to tout the "healthiness" of their products. Find out more at http://cleanfoodfacts.com

This ad was produced to influence public opinion 
about meat alternatives (veggie burgers, etc).

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zTtI4Vexw4k


Why was this post shared?



To sell

This post was made to 
promote Dell computers.

The influencer was paid by 
Dell to attend the 
premiere of Ant Man and 
the Wasp and promote 
their gaming laptops on 
Instagram.



● News organizations

● Reference sources

● Government

● Academic/Research institutions

● Private groups and individuals

Types of Sources



● Print publications
(newspapers, magazines)

● Broadcast news (TV, radio)
● Online media (websites, news 

blogs, news videos, live news 
streaming)

News Organizations

Exist to provide information about current affairs.



Designed to help you find specific 
types of information quickly.

● Encyclopedias
● Dictionaries
● Maps and atlases
● Almanacs

Reference Sources



Provide public information, 
research and statistics.

● Government departments
● Government agencies
● Government ministries

Government



Academic/Research Institutions

Produce independent research to 
inform or influence decisions.

● Universities
● Academic journals
● Think tanks



Produce information to inform, sell or influence.

● Businesses
● Professional associations
● Non-profit organizations
● Community groups
● Lobby groups 
● Social movements/social advocacy groups

Private Groups and Individuals



Advocacy is an activity by an individual or group 
that aims to influence public opinion and 
decisions within political, economic, and social 
institutions. 

What is advocacy?



It can include many activities that a person or 
organization undertakes including media campaigns, 
public speaking and publishing research.

What is advocacy?



● Lobby groups advocate by communicating with government 
officials with the goal of trying influence government 
decisions or legislation (e.g., Canadian Association of 
Petroleum Producers).

● Social movements is a type of group action intended to carry 
out or undo social change (e.g., Women’s March).

● Think tanks conduct research to influence decisions related 
to political and societal issues (e.g.,Macdonald-Laurier 
Institute).

● Community groups and non-profit organizations sometimes 
advocate for their causes (e.g., Greenpeace campaigns for 
climate change solutions). 

Advocacy and Sources



● Which types of sources do you think are most 
trustworthy and why?

● Can you identify which type of source you 
would rely on for specific kinds of 
information?

Discussion
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