

Marrow Thieves: Chapter Summaries
Chapter 1: Frenchie’s Coming to Story
(pages 1-17)

The novel begins with the main character and narrator, Frenchie, losing his older brother Mitch to the recruiters. The recruiters work for the Canadian government tracking down and kidnapping Indigenous people, taking them to satellite schools which the characters compare to residential schools. Mitch lets himself be taken by the recruiters so that Frenchie can escape. 

We later that the Frenchie and Mitch have already lost both their parents. Their dad, as part of a group called the Council went to meet with the government and never returned while their mom went to look for food at the Friendship Centre and never came back. 

The book hints that society is in a state of collapse, with characters having exposure. However, he is saved by a group of Indigenous people lead by Miigwans. Earlier in the chapter Frencie’s dad mentions Miigwans as the to scavenge for food in a partially abandoned city that was once Toronto. 

After losing Mitch Frenchie heads to the woods and almost dies of only person to have escaped a satellite school.

Chapter 2: The Fire 
(pages 18-22)
In this chapter we learn more about the group of people who saved Frenchie. They are:
· MiIgwans(Miig): Leader of the group. Only person to escape the schools. 
· Minerva: Older woman, very traditional. Does not speak.
· Tree & Zheegwon: 12 year old twins.
· Chi-Boy: 17 year Cree boy. Very quiet and loyal to Miigwans
· Wab: Young woman with a scar across her face.
· RiRi: 7 year Metis girl.
· Slopper: 9 year old boy from the East Coast.

The chapter ends with Miig telling a story to the group, except RiRi who is considered too young to hear it.

Chapter 3: Story: Part One
(pages 23-31)

The chapter begins with Miigwans telling them the story of how the world came to be in the state it is now in. His story begins with the history of how the Anishinabe lands were colonized and how Indigenous people had to fight to hold onto their identity. He then talks about how the world grew short of water leading to water wars, environmental collapse and lots of death. Finally the story ends with him talking about due to all this turmoil people began forgetting how to dream.

After the story is over RiRi asks Frenchie to retell it to her. He begins to explain to her how non-Indigenous people forgot how to dream but is interrupted by a sound outside of their camp. They think it’s a recruiter however, it turns out to be a teenage girl.

 Chapter 4: Magic Words
(page 32-41)

In Chapter 4 we learn more about Rose, the girl who arrived in camp. Frenchie describes her has a fighter who is willing to speak up during Miig’s stories. She is  fed up with being on the run and believes they should be organizing to fight back against the government. Frenchie starts to have a crush on her.

The next day Miigwans and Minerva start to teach the rest of the group survival skills. Frenchie goes with Miig, Chi-Boy and Slopper to learn how to hunt, while Rose stays back at camp with Minerva. She tells Frenchie she is learning an Indigenous language from Minerva. Frenchie is jealous, seeing himself as more deserving to learn the language than her. 

The chapter ends with Frenchie dreaming about the moment his brother was captured and Rose agreeing to teach him what she’s learned from Minerva.

Chapter 5: Haunted in the Bush
(pages 42-51)

Frenchie continues to have nightmares about losing his family. That day he goes hunting again with Miigwans. He thinks about the state the world is in, including that non-Indigenous people are harvesting Indigenous people’s bone marrow to try to bring back their dreams. He wonders what he would do if he were in their position, what he would be willing to do if his family got sick.

While he’s thinking about this a moose appears. Frenchie has the perfect shot but knows they won’t be able to use most of the meat. He ends up not shooting the moose and returning to the camp empty handed. That night Wab is late getting back and appears upset.

Chapter 6: A Plague of Madness 
(pages 52-55)

As they’re sitting around the fire Wab asks Miigwans whether he believes situations make people become bad or if bad people create bad situations. Miigwans replies that he thinks things are more complicated than that. He says that people do what they need to stay safe, however, what that is depends on the situation and their motivation. In some cases, it could mean doing good things, in other cases it could mean doing bad things.

Miigwans then goes onto say that they and the Recruiters are both concerned about survival. Non-Indigenous people are killing themselves due to dreamlessness and see Indigenous people as the solution. Wab says this means the Recruiters must be bad by nature.

Miigwans then asks them what they would do to save themselves. Chi-Boy says he’d do anything, Wab says she would do anything. Wab then says she saw two men in the woods, one of whom she recognized. She says that they are both Indigenous but, not to be trusted. As Miigwans warns “Not every Indian is an Indian”.

Chapter 7: The Four Winds
(pages 56-79)

The chapter begins with the group finding an abandoned resort guarded by a large, possibly electrified fence. Miig decides to test the fence but Frenchie, feeling that he is too important to lose, tests the fence instead. It isn’t electrified however, Miigwans is angry at Frenchie, telling him that nobody is more important than anyone else.

Everyone is shocked by the size of the resort but happy to spend a night inside. As they head to bed, Minerva begins to tell them the story of the Rogarou. The Rougarou is a werewolf like figure in Métis culture that according to her keeps women inside when the men travel. Minerva tells the story of how she was attacked by the Rogarou, beat him and then became his lover. As a result, she says, she has damned her entire family. 

They all then head to sleep. Frenchie is joined by Rose who climbs into his bed. She then begins to tell him her story. Her parents were some of the first people taken by the Recruiters. She then stayed with her grandmother and two great-uncles who taught her to survive. Eventually they all died and she ran into Miigwans and his family. Frenchie and her then begin to kiss but are interrupted by the rest of the group who end up sleeping in the same room as them.

The next morning they load up on supplies and get ready to head out when they realize Wab is missing. Frenchie eventually finds her drunk and crying. They carry her to another room where she begins to tell her story.

Chapter 8: Wab’s Coming-To Story
(pages: 80-86)
Content Warning: Chapter deals with sexual assault 

Wab says how the cities used to be full of desperate people as society collapsed. As her mother wouldn’t care for her she had to fend for herself. As phone services had been cut she worked as a runner, relaying messages to different parts of the city. She is given a job by one of the men she later sees in the woods, however, it turns out to be a trap.

She is lured to the headquarters of one of the main gangsters in the city who sees Wab running messages as competition to his own business. He cuts Wab’s face and then rapes her. She is held as a prisoner for two days and repeatedly assaulted. She is then released and decides to leave the city. 

As Wab finishes her story RiRi, who has heard the whole thing, interrupts terrified of what will happen to them all next. Miigwans then decides it's time for them to finish Story.

Chapter 9: Story: Part 2
(pages 87-90)

Miigwans continues Story from earlier.  He tells how after the environmental catastrophe millions of people died and those who survived were forced to work harder for longer. Eventually they lost the ability to dream and started killing themselves. They tried to find a cure but nothing worked.

Eventually settlers turned to Indigenous people, first with curiosity but then with more aggressiveness, as they sought to appropriate Indigenous culture for themselves. They started conducting experiments on Indigenous prisoners to extract dreams from bone marrow. Eventually they revived the residential school system to imprison and exploit Indigenous people.

Chapter 10: Back Into the Woods
(pages 91-99)

Content Warning: Chapter discusses sexual assault and physical abuse.

The group reluctantly leaves the resort to return to the woods. Frenchie reflects on the beauty of nature reclaiming the landscape. As they set up camp later, they see smoke in the forest. Frenchie climbs a tree and hears a rumble and sees a yellow flash. He can’t make sense of it and tells Miigwans what he saw.

Miigwans then begins to tell Frenchie about the different traumas they have all experienced. Minerva was raped by Recruiters and her grandson taken from her. RiRi and Slopper lost their parents to the school. Frenchie asks Miig to stop telling him all this, but he continues. He tells him that Tree and Zheegwon were captured by settlers who tried to extract marrow from them themselves. He tells Frenchie how he lost his own husband, Isaac, to the schools. Miig shows Frenchie his wedding ring and Frenchie stops asking him to stop talking.

Chapter 11: Miigwans Coming to Story
(pages 100-107)

Isaac and Miig ran to their secluded cabin in the early days before things got too bad. Their first three months were uneventful. Isaac, a poet, continued to write in English and in Cree. They heard a commotion outside one night and, hopeful that it was game, they took their rifle to check. They found a man and two women, one of which was clearly plains Cree. Miig couldn't identify the other two.

The older two greeted Isaac and Miig in Anishinaabe, but the young woman tried to pull her hood up. The man told Isaac that he'd hurt his ankle, and the older woman said she was pregnant. Isaac offered Miig's services as a healer, but the man insisted they didn't need medical attention. 

The guests slept in the guest room, and the older woman never let the younger one out of her sight. The younger woman seemed scared, but Isaac assured Miig that being on the run would make anyone scared and skittish. He woke up in the middle of the second night and stepped into the hallway. The young woman was there, and she shushed Miig and told him that he and Isaac needed to run. She revealed a blinking ankle monitor as the man came into the hallway yelling and the older woman dragged the younger one back to their room. Miig noticed that the man wasn't limping, and the young woman screamed for Miig and Isaac to run.

The man backed away through a doorway, closed it, and began to pile furniture in front of it. Miig realized the rumors were true and knew he needed to move. He locked himself in the bedroom with Isaac and they began to pack, but Miig saw Recruiters driving up. Miig insisted they leave immediately with nothing, but Isaac suggested they try to talk to them. He didn't believe the rumors. Miig was terrified. Isaac's family didn't experience the original residential schools, and Miig knew that this was why Isaac wasn't afraid. Before they could argue, Recruiters swarmed into the house. 

Chapter 12: Finding Direction
(pages 108-110)

Miig tells Frenchie to trust that people who know more are making good decisions for their community. He says that people are building a new residential school but insists that not everyone needs to know so that they can remain hopeful enough to keep going. Frenchie walks in silence and can't bear to look at the others. After ten minutes, he tells Miig all he remembers about what he saw. He misses the person he was an hour ago, when his biggest concern was touching Rose's hand.

That night, the family camps and cooks birds on the barbeque. In her delight, Minerva teaches them the word “abwaad,” which means "cooking on a fire." After dinner, Miig says that tomorrow they'll head northeast, away from the forest fires. Nobody protests. Frenchie stays awake later than anyone else and quietly watches Chi-Boy put the beautiful hat under Wab's pillow. He wants to know how Miig escaped from the schools but knows he can't ask. He knows that Isaac died in the school, and suddenly Frenchie realizes that losing people is worse than running and worse than the schools. He falls asleep watching Rose and imagines them "building instead of running."


Chapter 13: The Potential of Change
(pages 111-117)

It snows for five days. One evening while they set up camp, RiRi finds a "toy" in the muck. She shows it to Minerva, who raises the alarm. Miig inspects the "toy," which is a broken plastic lunchbox with a superhero on it. Inside is a piece of bread that isn't moldy. Miig says it could belong to the men that Wab saw, and he sends Chi-Boy out to patrol and asks Tree and Zheegwon to set more alarm wires. Frenchie climbs a tree, hoping that the lunchbox belonged to friendly people.

Frenchie notices two men about three hours west. One wears a bright red hat. Frenchie climbs down and approaches Miig and Minerva, who looks unusually alert and upset. He shares what he saw. Miig is alarmed that the men have a fire, but Frenchie says that he thinks they're not Recruiters—they didn't have vehicles. Wab confirms that these are the men she saw a few weeks ago. Miig declares that they'll check out the situation.

They begin to head in the direction of the men. Frenchie can't shake a story that Tree and Zheegwon told a few weeks ago about the wiindigo people, who are cannibals. Rose startles him when she brings him a bowl of porridge. As he grudgingly eats, Frenchie observes that it's stressful to be in a situation where their lives could change so much because of one decision. Rose nods and says that if she'd gone west after she left her uncle, she never would've found Frenchie. Chi-Boy returns from scouting and says that they're an hour away from the men. Frenchie has been watching them from trees and has found them strange: they have lots of food and move slowly. They don't seem worried about Recruiters.

Chapter 14: The Other Indians
(p119-129)

Frenchie and friends catch the men by noon. When Frenchie and Chi-Boy scout around their camp, they see that the man in the red hat is carving wood. The other man seems to be napping. Miig is concerned by this and says they need to keep the girls in their sights at all times. He tells Chi-Boy to have his knife ready and gives Frenchie the loaded rifle. The three return to the others and announces that they're going to go meet the men, but if they're dangerous, they need to take care of each other.

Miig leads his family toward the men and one of the men yells at them. This is concerning; people who are confident enough to yell are possibly Recruiters. Miig begins speaking in Cree, introducing himself and trying to ascertain what nation these two are part of. The men introduce themselves in broken Cree as Travis and Lincoln and Miig leads his family into the clearing. The short man with the hat, Travis, greets Miig and bows to Minerva. Minerva is thrilled to hear the language spoken, and Frenchie thinks that if he weren't so anxious, he'd be hanging on every word. When Travis sees Wab, he visibly reacts. Frenchie steals a glance at Wab. Her eye is narrowed at Travis.

Miig cautiously says that he's going to travel on, but Travis invites them to stay and share in their stew and bread. Slopper exclaims at the sight of food and Frenchie wonders if Miig saw Wab's reaction. Travis says that he was just in Espanola to get supplies. Miig agrees to stay; Frenchie tells the reader that Miig is desperate for news from a town. Everyone sits down except for Wab and Chi-Boy, who slips off to scout the area. Frenchie wants to be useful, so he gets up to look around too. Lincoln calls to Frenchie but lets him go.

Frenchie walks around the clearing and discovers that it's in the shape of a big spoon, with a cliff at the top of the handle. He peers over the tall cliff and Chi-Boy startles him. They decide to head back, but Chi-Boy stops and asks Frenchie if he noticed how Travis looked at Wab. He says they need to keep an eye on it. As they step into the clearing, they see Lincoln swallow something from his palm. They slip into the circle next to Rose and Miig, and Chi-Boy whispers quietly in Miig's ear.

Chapter 15: The Way it All Changed
(pages 130-137)

Miig and the family set up tents in the woods, midway between Travis's fire and the cliff. Miig gives orders for keeping watch but they're still caught unaware. Frenchie wakes up when a body crashes into his tent and onto him. He hears Wab scream, pushes the body off of his tent, and unzips it. Travis has Tree and Zheegwon at gunpoint, Chi-Boy has a knife in his arm, and Miig is standing, his gun on the ground. Frenchie sees Lincoln, who looks drunk, holding RiRi off the ground by her throat. Miig and Travis convince Lincoln to let RiRi down and Frenchie grabs the rifle. Travis tells Lincoln they can't kill anyone—the Recruiters are on their way and dead Indians are worthless.

Rose emerges from her tent, shouts for them to let RiRi go, and holds Minerva back from trying to get to RiRi. Lincoln drops RiRi entirely and starts to laugh. As Travis turns, Chi-Boy stabs him in the leg, Miig grabs his gun and punches Travis, and Lincoln grabs RiRi and starts to run. Miig and Wab chase Lincoln while Zheegwon and Tree tie up Travis. When Travis is secure, Frenchie follows the others into the dark. He trips over Minerva and finds the others at the edge of the cliff. Wab is on the ground, Rose is vomiting, and Miig leans over the edge. Frenchie angrily asks Miig where Lincoln went but when no one answers, he decides to find Lincoln himself. He stops when he sees one of RiRi's pink boots at the edge of the cliff.

He turns and runs back from whence he came, not listening to Miig telling him to stop. Frenchie startles the twins and Travis sighs and asks if Lincoln killed RiRi. Travis tries to reason with Frenchie, but Frenchie angrily notices Travis looking panicked. Travis pleads as Frenchie points the rifle at him. Frenchie can barely hear Tree trying to reason with him and points the rifle first at Travis's face, then his chest. He pulls the trigger.




Chapter 16: The Long Stumble
(pages 138-145)

Frenchie feels like he's in a trance as they pack up camp and run. He carries the gun until they hear the Recruiters' whistles, and then starts to feel more himself as he takes some of Rose's items. They run until the following evening, crying and grieving. They erect two tents that night and sleep all together. Though Rose sleeps against Frenchie, he can barely feel her. He feels like something changed after he killed Travis. Frenchie admits to himself that he killed a man, that RiRi is dead, and that misses his parents more than he has in years. They continue to run for the next several days. Minerva is unresponsive and rides on Chi-Boy's back.

On the fourth day, Miig calls Frenchie up to the front of the line. Frenchie complies slowly, thinking that he could just die. Miig says that he didn't want to live when Isaac couldn't escape. He kept going because he made a promise to himself to go back and save Isaac. He ran for days until he found a Cree family. The family gave him food and clothes, and told him about the small Anishnaabe settlements sprinkled around. This is when Miig met Dad. Miig promised to show Dad and his Council to the capital in exchange for a gun. The Council believed that they could talk sense into the government. Dad gave Miig the rifle when they got close.

Frenchie thinks of how Mom changed after Dad didn't come back. Frenchie knows that Dad went into the city because he loved Mom, Frenchie, and Mitch. Miig resumes his story and says that he walked back to the school and sat for two days, staring at it. He knew it was a suicide mission. On the third day, Miig followed a pickup truck leaving the school, hid himself in the back, and when the driver stopped to urinate, Miig held him at gunpoint and said he needed to get into the school. The man looked at Miig quizzically and said that Indians enter the schools to die—harvesting marrow kills them. Miig punched and kicked the man and asked where the people were.

The man said that the last group of people was "used up," and they're in the back of the truck. Miig pulled aside a tarp and found crates. The man told him to look inside. Miig found rows of glass tubes and pulled one out. It was filled with thick liquid and labeled with a serial number, age, sex, and tribe. He dug until he found a vial that he identified as Isaac’s. Without thinking, Miig shot the man and left. He drove to a lake, hiked in with the crates, poured each vial into the ground, and "sang them home." Miig grabs Frenchie's shoulder and says that people sometimes have to do things they never thought they'd do, but that Frenchie needs to make sure his intentions remain good.








Chapter 17: Ragarou Comes Hunting
(pages 146-153)

Eight days after RiRi's death, Miig stops suddenly and tells everyone to scatter into the trees. Frenchie hears Recruiters' whistles and they run until they can't hear them anymore. Miig stops when they find a barn and sends Frenchie up a tree to look around. As Frenchie climbs, he thinks that the sky to the north is black and the schools keep coming. He wonders if going north is pointless, and wonders if anyone will welcome him since he couldn't protect RiRi. Miig calls Frenchie down and Frenchie takes his pack from Rose. She gives him a smile that makes him feel better.

The barn is entirely empty. Zheegwon scampers up a ladder to a loft and announces that it's full of hay. Miig and the others join him, and Miig agrees that they can sleep there. Minerva, however, refuses to come up the ladder. She insists that everyone else stay up there, so Miig and Wab make her a comfortable bed on the ground. Miig smokes on the ground with her and Minerva smudges herself with the smoke. At one point, Minerva catches Frenchie's eye and puts a finger to her lips. Frenchie doesn't know why; he's already quiet. Eventually, everyone falls asleep.

Frenchie jerks awake when he hears two whistles. He sees flashlights below and looks down to see Minerva. She puts her finger to her lips and smiles at Frenchie. Several Recruiters rush in and take Minerva away, and Miig pulls Frenchie down so they won't see him. The Recruiters declare the barn clear and then drive away. Nobody moves until dawn. Miig discovers that Minerva moved the ladder, and they realize that Minerva sacrificed herself for them. Frenchie starts throwing hay over so they can jump down onto a soft pile. They roll up Minerva's bed.

Rose discovers jingles—like what used to hang from women's dresses at powwows—made from can lids and rolled into a hide. Slopper is confused; he knows they need to be quiet and confirms that the jingles are supposed to make noise. Chi-Boy says that Minerva risked everything "for a life worth living," even though she won't get to live it. Rose cries and puts the hide into her pack. Outside, Miig declares that they'll keep going north. Frenchie says that he's going to go after Minerva.

Chapter 18: On The Road
(pages 154-160)

Without RiRi and Minerva, the group is able to move faster. Frenchie thinks that they're without their roots and their reason to make the world better. They head south in the hope of finding the resistance near Espanola. Frenchie feels as though he's now getting to make decisions with Miig and Chi-Boy. He's so worried about the possible consequences of heading south that he can barely sleep. When they get close to Espanola, Miig calls Frenchie to look at some cuts in a tree. He says they're syllabics, the written language. Miig can't read it. Frenchie touches it reverently.

The next day, Rose invites Frenchie to hunt for mushrooms with her and he follows her into the woods. They walk silently for an hour and then Rose stops. She smells water. They choose a direction and then race forward. Frenchie thinks that Rose is impossibly beautiful and that he loves her. Rose breaks through the trees and emits a small scream. Frenchie joins her, afraid, but she points to the small stream with fish in it. Frenchie falls to his knees, feeling like everything is too heavy, and laughs until he cries. Rose steps forward and lets Frenchie pull her into his lap.

Frenchie remembers being with his uncle once when he was a little kid. His uncle told Frenchie to choose a "good" CD, and Frenchie chose one from the middle of the stack. Frenchie's uncle inspected the CD, smiled, and declared it was just what they needed. He lumbered to his feet, inserted it into the stereo, and explained that the album was by Pearl Jam. Frenchie listened to the sound of the drums, guitar, and vocalist, and felt uncomfortable. His uncle asked him what he thought, and Frenchie said that it sounded "like if gray could make noise." Frenchie thinks that that's what he's hearing now, sitting with Rose by water. He wonders how anything can be bad when he loves Rose, and they kiss.

Chapter 19: Found
(pages 161-170)

That night, Frenchie jerks awake to the sounds of a fight outside his tent. He pokes the gun out, but another person points a gun in at Frenchie. The man takes Frenchie's rifle and Frenchie feels furious with himself. Frenchie stares down his captor and yells for Chi-Boy. He ascertains that everyone is fine, and the captors herd everyone into a group. The captors all wear kerchiefs over their faces. Miig tells Frenchie that these are the people who left the syllabics, and Frenchie says that he's been looking for them. He sees that the people are Indigenous. The captors suggest that Frenchie is working for the schools. Frenchie says that he's killed "snitches." The captors confer and one woman jogs away. Frenchie puts his arm around Rose, who's shivering.

The woman returns with an older man not wearing a kerchief. He looks vaguely familiar. When Miig introduces himself, the man looks shocked and says that Miig's group should be treated like guests. He instructs his followers to help them pack up camp. Frenchie steps toward the man who disarmed him earlier, and he pulls his kerchief off to reveal that he's not much older than Frenchie. The young man (Derrick) says he'll help Frenchie, but is more interested in talking with Rose. When Frenchie finishes packing his tent, he helps Miig and asks who these people are. Miig isn't willing to say, but he says he recognizes the older man. Frenchie feels frustrated and approaches Rose. She sits Frenchie down and re-braids his hair. Frenchie happily notices that Derrick watches jealously.

The guards lead Frenchie and the group to a hill. Guards appear out of the bush and into a cave. Frenchie feels panicky and aggressive, afraid that this is a trap. The cave opens into a low room filled with blanket tents and people. They head out the back of the cave, and Rose reassures Frenchie. He grabs her hand and thinks that he might be happy enough about Rose to be okay with dying. They emerge in a valley surrounded by rock cliffs, and the smell of tobacco, cedar, and sweetgrass makes Frenchie forget his anxiety. The older man from the woods approaches, greets Miig, and says that they'll talk when the Council gets out of the lodge.

Frenchie can barely breathe—he's never seen a real sweat lodge. Men begin to pour out of the lodge and they all smile at Miig. The last man is missing half of his right leg and calls, "Francis?" Frenchie realizes it's Dad. He throws himself in Dad's arms and feels like everything will be okay. When Dad learns that Mitch is gone, they cry and grieve. Later, Frenchie sits between Miig and Dad. Dad introduces his Council: Clarence, Mint, Bullet, General, Jo-jo, and Rebecca. Miig introduces his group and explains losing RiRi and Minerva. Bullet sits up at this, and Dad says they've heard of Minerva. General says she's in Espanola.

Chapter 20: The Miracle of Minerva
(pages 171-174)

The Council has a man in the schools, Father Carole, who passed along what happened to Minerva. According to Recruiters' logs, Minerva had been easy to bring in, though possibly insane—she only sang and wouldn't or couldn't speak English. They prepared her for the process. One recruiter raced to the restroom, while one stayed to watch the Headmistress and the Cardinals perform the procedure. Minerva hummed as they connected wires to her body, but then she began to sing. She called on her ancestors and put all the dreams in her bone marrow into her song. The Cardinals and the machine couldn't deal with the song. The Council realizes now that Minerva had been collecting dreams in preparation for this day. The system failed and started a fire.

Father Carole visits the school the next day to investigate. The once-imposing school is now melted and broken. The fence is down. Several camping Indigenous people followed Father Carole closer to the wreckage, and they pulled the smoky air over themselves in prayer.

Chapter 21: Loss
(pages 175-183)

Frenchie helps Dad to his living space. He lives in a corner of the cave, so two walls are stone and the other two are blankets. Frenchie looks around while Dad changes for bed. He finds Mom's health card and studies her photo. Dad comes out from behind his sheet and invites Frenchie to stay the night. Frenchie declines and tells Dad that Mitch sacrificed himself so he could get away. He says that Mom couldn't handle being alone. Dad hangs his head and agrees that they can talk about Mom and Mitch later.

Outside, Frenchie's family is around the fire. Slopper is already asleep. Tree and Zheegwon seem surprised and relieved that Frenchie chose to sleep with them, not with Dad, and Frenchie asks Miig if they need to figure things out. Miig agrees that they need a plan, but he's sold on going to get Minerva; Frenchie's instincts are good, and finding his dad is a good sign. Frenchie is somewhat surprised and feels like Miig seems tired and faded. Frenchie presses and asks if they need to discuss that Minerva found the key to beating the residential schools, but Miig insists that Minerva had the key all along—they just needed to listen better. Miig says that they can make a plan with the Council tomorrow and excuses himself to bed. Tree and Zheegwon follow.

Frenchie notices that the twins seem more content, and Wab seems to be feeling the same thing. He turns to his tent when Rose asks Frenchie to come to hers for a moment. Rose asks if Frenchie is okay, remarks on how crazy it is that Frenchie found Dad, and says that Miig seems worried about Frenchie, not finding Minerva. She points out that Frenchie has changed and drops her gaze when she says that people change when they find family.

Frenchie wants to kiss her and tell her that he'll never leave, but he thinks of his memories of Mom, Dad, and Mitch. In those memories, Frenchie feels like there was always an understanding that his only job was to be himself. Now, he thinks that his job is to hunt and protect his new family, but he's failed at doing that and so is failing at being himself. He wonders if the only way to stay sane is to stay with Dad. Rose scoots in front of Frenchie and he still feels like all he wants to do is kiss her. They kiss, lie down together, and fall asleep.

Chapter 22: The Circle
(pages 184-191)

Frenchie's family wakes up early and quickly sets out to work on assigned chores. At lunch, Frenchie sits with Clarence. The young man who took Frenchie's gun wanders over, and Clarence introduces him as his nephew, Derrick. Derrick looms over Frenchie and boasts about how skilled he is until Clarence sends him to get food. Clarence says that Derrick's behavior is normal for his age, and that he's just showing off for the girls in Frenchie's group. Frenchie suddenly feels like he's not hungry and decides to walk the perimeter. Rose jogs up to join Frenchie and asks where he's going, but Frenchie gives her one-word answers. He wonders why things feel so uncertain since he found Dad. Rose stops and asks if Frenchie wants her to come. Frenchie says it's her choice, so she stomps back to the group.

When Frenchie returns to Miig and the group at dusk, General is telling Miig about the social dance in the cave later. Frenchie wanders on and knocks at Dad's room. Frenchie sits down next to Dad on the mattress, and Dad asks Frenchie what's going on. Frenchie puts his head in his hands and can't think of what exactly is wrong: they're going to get Minerva, and he found Dad. Dad asks Frenchie what he expects to find here. Frenchie answers that he wants to find Minerva, but when Dad asks why, Frenchie snaps that they're all supposed to look for each other. He asks if Dad tried to look for him and Mitch. Calmly, Dad says he did look. He says that he created this camp so the people in it could all find their communities, but they ended up becoming the community instead.

Frenchie realizes that he resents Dad for leaving him with Mom and Mitch. Dad puts his arm around Frenchie and says that if he'd known how fast things were going to go downhill, he never would've left them. Frenchie leans into Dad and admits that he's "done things," and when Dad kisses the top of Frenchie's head, Frenchie feels safe.

A young man calls Dad and Frenchie to the social and Frenchie hears the drum starting. He hasn't heard drums since he was a child. Dad and Frenchie sit next to Bullet and Frenchie looks around at the community of about 50 people. He thinks that it's too big to be invisible, so they have to find space and defend it. Clarence and Derrick step into the circle with drums, which annoys Frenchie. He gets even angrier when he sees that Rose is smiling and standing next to Derrick. Frenchie remembers that his braid is longer than Derrick's, which makes him a "better Indian."

Chapter 23: Word Arrives in Black
(pages 192-201)

Frenchie wakes up early the next morning, grabs the rifle, and creeps out. He checks Rose's tent—she's alone—and starts to walk. Clarence, Miig, General, and some other men flag Frenchie and invite him to hunt. They spend the day out in the wilderness. Clarence tells Frenchie that as they get closer to the coasts, there's more water. The middle of the continent is poisoned. Clarence says that once it's safe to return to their homelands, they can start to heal. Frenchie, confused, asks how they can go home when home is gone. Clarence patiently explains that they can use their knowledge to heal the land.

Frenchie hears a high whistle and General pulls Frenchie to the ground. Frenchie feels panicky, but General explains that scouts got an animal. Frenchie's group joins the scouts and their buck, and the hunting party returns to camp around mid-afternoon. Frenchie feels smug and then giddy when Derrick jogs up to them and complains that Clarence didn't wake him up. Clarence says that Derrick needs to get himself up like Frenchie did. Rose runs over, touches Frenchie, and compliments the buck. Frenchie feels inexplicably angry, remembers her dancing with Derrick, and rudely tells her to go watch Derrick wrestle.

Rose looks hurt, which makes Frenchie feel flustered. She asks what he's playing at and calls him Francis, but Frenchie asks her to call him French—Francis is what people he respects can call him. He feels horrible immediately, and Rose leads him away from the group. They argue, Rose accuses Frenchie of having changed and of being a jerk, and Rose says that she'll leave after they get Minerva. Frenchie insults Derrick again and says that he won't chase after Rose. Rose starts to cry and Frenchie feels ashamed. He meanders to Dad's room and flops facedown onto Dad's bed.
Dad returns to his room about an hour later and when he's sure Frenchie is awake, he starts to tell Frenchie how he ended up in the city. He says he ran away when he was thirteen. He stopped at an old church first. The church was supposedly a "medicine house," but it didn't look right. Dad says he wanted to find something real, and that's why he went. He didn't care about God, but he knew that his family wouldn't look for him there. He says that he suffered from rages that he barely remembered. He closed his eyes to pray for an answer, and he heard crickets and birds. He got on the highway and went to the city, where he found Mom.

Chapter 24: Lost and Found and Lost
(pages 202-211)

The Council calls a meeting early in the morning. Clarence explains that they need to organize everyone not participating in the raid to move, as the Recruiters will target them after they attack. Nineteen people prepare to attack. They study the route and at eleven in the morning, head down to hide in the trees alongside the highway. Dad reminds Frenchie before he heads out that the Recruiters think of him as a commodity and instructs him to play it safe. Dad looks terrified.

Frenchie climbs into his tree near Derrick. Miig gives Frenchie his pouch "for safekeeping," and says that it can't go back to the residential schools. The plan is to wait for the convoy, disable the drivers, and save Minerva. Frenchie looks up to where Rose is hidden on a hill. She'd been angry when Frenchie insisted she take one of the safest positions. Derrick is in a tree across from Frenchie and they mime insults at each other. Frenchie hears a low whistle from Chi-Boy, and two cars come around the bend. Arrows hit the tires and the car skids. The driver shoots General in the shoulder, and someone on the other side of the road shoots the driver of the van. Frenchie meets Derrick's eyes and sees that he looks like Frenchie did after he shot Travis.

The van driver is slumped onto the horn, and archers shoot the car driver. A Recruiter steps out of the van with his hands up and Tree and Zheegwon tie him up. The twins whoop in celebration and everyone meets at the van. The back door is locked, so Miig steps up to the cab to get the key. The horn stops and they hear a gunshot: the driver isn't dead and fights back. Chi-Boy runs to help Miig, and Frenchie hears another gunshot. Miig runs back with the keys, looking afraid. He unlocks the van and Minerva, bleeding from the chest, falls out into his arms. Frenchie takes Minerva's hand and tries to stanch the bleeding while Miig listens to Minerva's whispered words in the language, smiles, and cries.

Rose takes Minerva's head in her lap and Minerva says, "kiiwen" and begins to sing. Miig picks up the song and sings until Minerva is gone. Miig and Frenchie stand, but Rose won't let go. Frenchie stands guard over Rose, and Rose looks up at him. She says that kiiwen means that they should always go home.

Chapter 25: Kiiwen
(pages 212-220)

Everyone runs. They bury Minerva's body and leave their captives with soup and a blanket. As they bury Minerva, Rose cuts off her braid. Frenchie does the same. It makes him feel vulnerable and increases his grief. Frenchie thinks that Miig is now their elder, and nobody mentions that in losing Minerva, they lost the key to taking down the schools. They travel for ten days and then set up camp. Summer arrives over the next few weeks. Chi-Boy and Wab begins living together, and summer clothing makes it obvious that Wab is pregnant.

The Council works hard to piece together the words of the Cree language that they know, as well as the stories. Bullet suggests they start a youth council to pass on what they know to the youth, and they put Slopper in charge. He excels at this. Frenchie explains that they're desperate to create "the kind of Indians who could not be robbed."

One day, Rose takes down her tent and packs up to leave. Frenchie learns how to write "family" in syllabics and when Rose comes to say goodbye to everyone, he hides in the trees until dusk. He hates himself for it, but thinks that he can't leave his family or Dad. He reasons with himself that going back on the run is silly, and fingers Miig's pouch. He opens it and finds tobacco and a half-full glass vial that Frenchie believes must be Isaac’s bone marrow. Frenchie knows he needs to give the pouch back.

Frenchie heads back to camp and wanders to Dad's tent. As soon as Frenchie sits down, he starts to cry. Dad puts down his book and says that Mom was always smarter than he was. He says that once, she caught him drinking and told him seriously that running is only effective if he's running toward something rather than away. Frenchie tells Dad that he has to go. Dad kisses Frenchie's head, and Frenchie feels safe enough to run away. He quickly gathers up his things, leaves his tent and Miig's pouch, and runs after Rose. Twenty meters into the woods, Rose's voice startles him. He asks why she's not far away, and she says that she wanted to give Frenchie a good chance at finding her. Frenchie leans down to kiss her but stops when they hear runners.

Chapter 26: Locks Mean Nothing to Ghosts
(pages 221-231)

Miig considers joining the expedition, but he decides to stay back and work on maps with Dad. Frenchie teases them about being old, but he feels strangely pessimistic to have two dads now. He feels it can't last. On the way to the newcomers' camp, Tree and Zheegwon say that they hope they find an Elder who can help them fight the schools. Bullet walks next to Frenchie and tells him that they go into these welcome expeditions aggressive—it's better to apologize than not be able to bury their friends. Frenchie flashes on RiRi and trips.

The group stops to observe the camp. There are two Guyanese women talking happily, one man who reminds Frenchie of Minerva, and two pale men. One has blond hair, the other's hair is wrapped in a towel. Derrick gives the signal and his group leaps into the camp. Nobody puts up a fight, but the men are annoyed by the rough treatment from Derrick and Clarence. The man with his hair in a towel turns around when he hears Clarence let out a Cree word. Clarence shoves him to the ground, but Rose helps the man up. He thanks her in Cree. The women say that they're helping to keep people out of the residential schools; they were nurses and snuck children out of the hospitals. Clarence speaks to the man who thanked Rose in Cree.

Clarence pulls Rose, Frenchie, and Bullet aside. He says that the pale man is actually Cree; he's fluent, speaks an old form of Cree, and can give his lineage. Clarence insists that the other non-Indigenous people are true allies. Rose asks if the man is as fluent as Minerva was, and she excitedly says that the man doesn't need to be old to have the key, since the language is old. Frenchie turns around and approaches the man. He sees in the man's face that he is Cree, and he asks the man what language he dreams in. The man smiles and says he dreams in Cree.

Clarence leads the group back to camp. Frenchie finds himself beside the pale Cree man and asks about his history. The man says that the women, Helene and Talia, helped him get out of a school. Frenchie asks how he stayed alive, and the man pushes his hair back and says there was someone he needed to get back to. Frenchie sees a buffalo tattoo on the back of the man's hand and asks, "Isaac?" The man is shocked. Frenchie takes off running for camp and for Miig. He bellows for Miig, and when he appears, Frenchie starts to laugh and cry.



