
Draco’s Code of Laws 

Draco, an Athenian (Greek) lawmaker from the 7th century BCE, is famous for 
creating one of the earliest known codified legal systems. His laws were known 
for their harshness, where even minor offenses could result in death. While the 
exact details of Draco's laws have largely been lost to history, historians have 
reconstructed a general understanding based on ancient references. 
 
Here are 10 examples of laws or legal principles that were in Draco’s 
 

1. Homicide Punishment: Draco's code distinguished between intentional 
and unintentional homicide. Intentional homicide was punishable by death, 
while unintentional killing could result in exile. 
 

2. Debt Slavery: Debtors who could not repay their debts could be enslaved 
by their creditors until the debt was paid off. 

 
3. Theft: Any form of theft, regardless of its severity or the value of the stolen 

item, was punishable by death. 
 

4. Arson: Setting fire to someone else's property was punishable by death. 
 

5. Insolvency: Those who fell into debt and could not repay were treated 
harshly, with potential punishment involving forced labor or enslavement. 

 
6. Assault: Physical assault was often punished severely, with the 

punishment depending on the gravity of the injury inflicted. 
 

7. Perjury: Lying or giving false testimony under oath was punishable by 
death. 

 
8. Disobedience to Authorities: Failing to obey the orders of Athenian 

officials or government could result in severe punishment, including death. 
 

9. Military Desertion: Failing to serve in the military when called upon or 
deserting one's post during battle could lead to execution. 

 
10. Disrespecting the Gods: Religious offenses, including disrespecting the 

gods or failing to observe proper religious rituals, could be met with harsh 
penalties. 
 

 
Draco’s code was so harsh that it led to the phrase "draconian," which is still 
used today to describe excessively severe laws or punishments. 
 


