Stories of the 1918 Flu Pandemic

Name:__________________________________

Article 1: The Spanish Flu in Strathcona, Vancouver
After reading the article, answer the following questions:

1. Why was Strathcona a unique community during the Spanish Flu outbreak?




2. How did money and where people lived affect their health during the outbreak?




3. How did the media and public perception contribute to blaming immigrant communities for the flu's spread, and how did The Chinese Times respond?





4. Explain how the Chinese Hospital in Strathcona supported the community during the Spanish Flu outbreak.




Article 2: The Cree of Onion Lake’s Response to the Spanish Flu

After reading the article, answer the following questions:

1. Why did the Cree people of Onion Lake turn to traditional methods to combat the Spanish flu?




2. What was the significance of the Sun Dance ceremony in the Cree culture, and why was it prohibited by the Canadian government in the late 19th century?




3. How did the Spanish flu impact the Onion Lake community, particularly the students at the Catholic Boarding School?




4. Describe the conflict that arose when the Chief and Councillors of Onion Lake decided to proceed with their Sun Dance plans despite the government's denial.





5. How did the actions of the Federal government reflect its larger goal regarding Indigenous populations in Canada during this time period?




Compare to Covid-19

Based on your own memory, class discussions, or from internet research provide 2 specific examples of racism and discrimination experienced by marginalized people during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Example 1:







Example 2:

