Useful Phrases for Analyzing Texts

·  When writing use present tense and use your own words/paraphrase.

A. In general:

· In the beginning...

· In the next paragraph

· Concluding...

· In brief...

· The given text deals with/treats/describes/is concerned with/presents

· the general /main/essential idea /theme  expressed is

· the author starts off by stating that...

· he/she goes on by...

· he/she speaks about/discusses/

· he/she gives his/her opinion on...

· he/she expresses his/her view concerning...

· he/she holds the view that....

· he/she comments on...

· he/she presents the thesis that...

· he/she draws the conclusion/comes to the conclusion that...

B. When analyzing the structure of a text:
· the text/story/speech can be divided into/is divided into/falls into/is composed of/contains/consists of.....

· the first/last etc part/paragraph/section/sentence gives us the theme/central problem/solution

· in this part the author varies/changes the theme/goes into detail/passes from.../changes the topic...
C. When characterizing :
· the author describes the characteristics /outer appearance/intellectual qualities/mood/activities/social and psychological condition/character traits/the setting/ the historical setting.....

· the author gives a realistic/detailed description of/only gives a rough description of...

· the character is described/presented

· the basic traits of X's character are...

· One of X's striking characteristics is...

D. When analyzing rhetorical/stylistic devices

· The author makes use of /employs…

· This is done/used in order to stress/put emphasis on/draw attention/highlight

· The author wants to involve the readers by…

· The author wants to convince the readers by…

· The author wants to appeal to the reader’s conscience/feelings/ethics/morals/sense of…

· He/she wants to imply that 

· He/she refers to an example of …..

· He/she wants to illustrate/arouse interest/simplify…

· He/she employs/makes use of/uses  formal /informal/colloquial words/expression/language…

· This word/phrase/form/expression refers to/underlines/emphasizes /means/stands for…

E. When referring to the text:

· As it is written in…..

· As one can read in…

· This is indicated by…where it is said that….

· This can be proven with…

· ….suggests that….as it is said that…
    Analyze doesn’t mean summarize. It means read between the lines.
A GOOD POETRY RESPONSE WILL . . . 

· feature a proper intro sentence 

· mention and use quotation marks or underlining to reference the title

· refer explicitly to the question you were asked 

· Standard 

· Throughout the poem "Death Over Water," Elizabeth Rhett Woods effectively employs the metaphor of ice dancing to help the reader better understand the relationship between the eagle and the gull. 

· Thematic 

· Sometimes it is difficult for people to recognize the characteristics they despise in others in themselves. This irony is examined in Joan Smith's poem "In Innocent Times." 

· Quotation 

· "Spreading his dark arms above his partner's every move . . . the eagle shadows the gull." This quote from Elizabeth Rhett Woods' poem "Death Over Water" illustrates the poet's effective use of metaphor. 

 

· reveal a good understanding of the poem 

· integrate quotations properly – see handout on Integrating Quotations 

· Explain and clarify all ideas fully. This may be done over several sentences or combined into one or two sentences; nonetheless, all three elements must be evident. 

· STATE – provide direction. Introduce, through a statement, what you intend to prove. 

· QUOTE OR EXAMPLE – provide direct or indirect evidence to prove your position 

· CLARIFY - relate ideas back to the question / thesis / or topic sentence 

· Have coherence, unity and transition. 

· Employ transitional words or strategies 

· Are you answering the question or summarizing the content? There is a significant difference. 

· Vary syntax and style – Employ Sentence Combining strategies. 

· Show evidence of sophisticated vocabulary  

Discussing literary devices/figures of speech

Irony:

1. Identify examples of irony in the text
2. Analyze the use and effects of irony 

· Where and why

· Examples

· Titles

· Line

· when

· Effects-contrasts the apparent/intended meaning

· Highlights the importance of a particular truth

· Highlights/sharpens certain aspects of reality-situational irony

· Is a means of communication-verbal irony

· Creates tension/humor/premonition/sorrow-dramatic irony

3. Realize the relationship between irony and the text-for ex. It supports or delivers the theme

