2.4 Multiplying and Dividing Radicals

Tuesday, October 27, 2015 2:19 PM

CH2 Aboslute Values and Radicals Page 1



Pre-Calculus 11 2.4 Name

Multiplying and Dividing Radical Expressions Blk
Notes

Example - Multiply 2\/_(3\/_) Verify your answer:
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Notes

Example - An |sosce|es triangle has a base of vV20m. Each of the equal sides is 3v/7m long. What is the exact

area of the trlangle? A \Q k\
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To divide radicals:
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Rationalizing the Denominator

You can’t leave an answer that has a radical in the denominator. To fix this, you must ‘rationalize the
denominator’ — a process that will eliminate the radical from the denominator without changing the answer.
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Rationalize: a
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If the denominator is a radical monomial,

Mmonomial,
multiply the numerator and denominator
by that radical.

If the denominator is a radical
binomial, multiply the
numerator & denominator by

its conjugate.
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